Global Impact: An Examination of a Caribbean Radiation Therapy Student Placement at a Canadian Teaching Hospital.
This paper examines the impact of a nine-week overseas clinical placement at a Canadian teaching hospital on second-year radiation therapy students from Trinidad and Tobago. The placement allowed the students to accumulate specific technical competencies and experience other aspects of Canadian radiation therapy professionalism such as patient education and assessment, quality assurance and academic activities. The evaluation of the visit examined the students' perceptions of their experience utilizing a focus group as well as comments and reflections gathered during the placement. The results showed that the students noted many differences-both positive and negative in nature. These could be subdivided into several areas categorised broadly as "technical," "organizational" and "teaching." All students achieved the objectives of their visit, that is, the competencies and assignments set by the program. In addition, the focus group and reflections indicated that significant transformation had occurred in the area of professionalism. It was also established that the host hospital had benefited from the placement and lessons learned from the experience will allow improvements in both staff and student preparation for next time.